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In 1884, Sir Edward Reed’s Florida Land and Mortgage Company appointed Henry 
John Broughton Kendall, as one of four trustees to manage the company properties in 
Dade County.  The son of the British Consul for Peru, Henry was born in Lima in 1841, 
returning as an infant with his family to their home in London the following year.  The 
first three decades of Kendall’s life remain unknown, but we do know that by age 30 he 
was a foreign merchant and by age 38 had followed in his father’s footsteps, serving as 
the London Consul for Bolivia. 
 
By the time he travelled to America in 1883, Kendall had risen to the rank of Director of 
the Union Bank of London, a title he would hold at four additional major British firms 
over the next two decades.  As a trustee of the Railway Investment Company and the 
Farmers’ Loan and Trust Company (which would eventually become Citibank), Kendall 
helped secure over 10 million dollars in loans for the construction of a tunnel under the 
Hudson River for steam trains, connecting New Jersey and New York City.  Although a 
financial crisis ended the flow of investment capital from England, killing the project, the 
work would eventually resume in the 1920s, resulting in today’s Holland Tunnel. 
 
The great mystery of Henry Kendall is the 18-year period, between 1884 and 1902, 
during which he managed Sir Edward Reed’s lands in South Dade.  There is no 
evidence that he lived anywhere in South Florida and we know that he was quite active 
with his duties as a banker in New York and London at that time, particularly in the 
1890s.  Kendall was married, with five school-age children and maintained the family 
home in Hatfield, a suburban town 20 miles north of London, throughout his time in 
America. 
 
Nevertheless, by the time he retired to England, the FL&M Company lands in Dade 
County had come to be identified with Henry Kendall.  Perhaps it was due to his ever-
present name on deeds to acreage purchased in the area, his personal visits to inspect 
the property, or his connections to local realtors and bankers.  In any case, the region 
now had a name - Kendall – and by 2007, had become home to over 80,000 residents 
in the 16 square mile community. 
 
Henry Kendall died in Hatfield in early 1914, at the age of 73. 
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